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Abstract

This research semantically investigates quotations taken from Ru'ba Ibn al-
Ajg's poetry and used in Lisan al-Arab (a monolingual Arabic Dictionary)
by 1bn Mandhur. Lisan al-Arab comprises five lexicons: Tahdhib al-Lugha
(The Refinement of the Language)< Al-Muhkam (the Precise): as-Sihah
(The Correct Ones)c Amalie Abi Muhammad Ibn Bari 'ala as-Sihah
(Commentaries of Abi Muhammad Ibn Bari on as-Sihah)« and an-Nihaya fi
Gharib al-Hadith (The End on the Strange Hadiths). The study shows how
Ibn Mandhur deals with the sources of his dictionary material by citing the
entries intact. Thusc any mistake in these entries is definitely not his.
Frequency of quotations« which are taken from Ru'ba and cited in Lisan al-
Arab« has been found 1000; however« each repeated quotation is meant to
exemplify a different word or meaning. The study represents some
phenomena of Arabic semantics: based on the terms taken from Ru'ba's
guotations. The researcher has attempted to review their various
denotations and connotations as required by the linguistic phenomena
which the term represents.

The present work is divided into a preface: an introduction: two chapters: a
conclusion: and a bibliography. The Preface contains a brief idea of the
reasons behind the interest of ancient scholars in linguistic studies« purpose
of the present research« importance of semantic studies in the modern era
and the most important works in this research.

The Introduction is devoted to a number of issues: linguistic versus
conventional definition of ragjaz (verses in a certain poetical meter):
emergence of rgjaz¢ events when ragjaz is written« development of ragjaz: a
brief biography of the rajaz composer« Ru'ba. The Introduction reflects on
the importance of citing linguistic evidence: such as Ru'ba's rgjaz¢ the

significance of dictionaries: and stages of lexicography. The Introduction
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contains a review of Ibn Mandhur's life« Dictionary of Lisan al-Arab¢ and
Ibn Mandhur's method of compiling Lisan al-Arab.

Chapter | is concerned with Rubas glossary of terms: the semantic
evidence: their meanings in Ibn Mandhur's as well as in Ru'ba'sc and the
poetic evidence. All these are then followed by the researcher's observation
on whether there is a difference between the evidence found in Lisan al-
Arab and that in Ru'ba's Divan:« for Ibn Mandhur cites halves of verses.
Chapter Il shows the importance of some semantic phenomena in Arabic:
such as Synonymy« homophony« and Antonymy:« starting from semantics:
its emergencec and then semantics of ancient Arab scholarsc such as
fundamentalists: linguistsc and rhetoriciansc who had conducted semantic
studies long before their Western counterparts. This chapter also addresses
semantics in the modern eras including the most important theories of
modern semanticse such as de Saussure's Theory of Language: the
Behaviorist Theory« Theory of Contextc and Theory of Semantic Fields.
All these have been adopted by the researcher in ordering Ru'ba's terms
within the phenomenon of synonymy:« starting by animate abstract termse
Inanimate terms: then events: and so long.

The research includes other semantic phenomenas such as Al-Gharib (The
Strange) in Ru'ba's rgjaz. His knowledge of this phenomenon seems clearly
visible. Al-Gharib is metaphorical adaptation which requires careful
consideration« formulation of linguistic rulesc flexible standard derivation:
manipulation and exchange of word forms without restrictions. In sume this
phenomenon targets protected vocabulary< changing their forms and
meanings. They can easily be detected due to their abundance; the
vocabulary the study contains is no more than the tip of the iceberg.
Among the other phenomena addressed and purposefully exemplified in
this research are Arabizations some phonetic issuesc and some

morphological issues.
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